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The predominant grade of upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season was grade 41. 
This grade accounted for over one-third of ginnings. The second most predominant grade 
was grade 42 at almost 15 percent of ginnings. Grade 42 accounted for 12 percent of gin- 
nings prior to January 1 the two previous seasons. Predominant length this season was 
staple 35 at 32 percent of ginnings compared with 33 percent a year earlier and 30 per- 
cent two years ago. The second most common length was staple 34 at 26 percent this sea- 
son against 17 percent and 25 percent of ginnings through the end of December 1977 and 
1976, respectively. Average fiber strength this season was 88,200 pounds per square inch 
compared with 87,700 a year earlier and 86,400 two years ago. Average mike was 43 this 
season against 44 and 42 in 1977 and 1976, respectively. 


White grades 31 and higher accounted for over 14 percent of upland ginnings prior to Jan- 
uary 1 this season. This was down from over 22 percent a year earlier and was the same 
as two years ago. Grade 41, the predominant quality this season, accounted for over 37 
percent of ginnings compared with 29 percent a year earlier and was the same as two years 
ago. All White grades made up almost 74 percent of ginnings prior to January 1 this sea- 
son. This was the largest proportion since 1974 when 78 percent of ginnings prior to 
January 1 were in the White grades. This compares with less than 72 percent last season 
and less than 69 percent two years ago. The Light Spotted grades comprised almost 25 
percent of ginnings so far this season compared with 26 percent a year earlier and 21 
percent two years ago. Spotted grades accounted for a little over one percent this sea- 
son, the smallest proportion since the 1973 crop. Spotted grades accounted for over two 
percent a year ago and over eight percent two years ago. 


Staples 31 and shorter made up almost 12 percent of upland ginnings prior to January 1 
this season, the smallest proportion since 1974. Through the same period in 1977 and 
1976, 17 percent and 16 percent, respectively, stapled 31 or shorter. Staples 32 and 33 
comprised 20 percent of ginnings, down from 21 percent a year earlier and up from 18 per- 
cent two years ago. Staples 34 and 35 comprised 58 percent this season against 51 per- 
cent a year earlier and 54 percent two years ago. Cotton stapling 36 and longer made up 
10 percent of upland ginnings so far this season, the smallest proportion since 1973. 
This compares with 1l percent a year earlier and 12 percent two years ago. The average 
‘staple length of upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season was 33.8 thirty- 
seconds inches against 33.7 thirty-seconds last year and 33.8 two years ago. 


Almost 78 percent of upland ginnings prior to January 1 this season was in the 35-49 
mike range. Through the same period in 1977 and 1976, 80 percent and 78 percent, respec- 
tively, were in the 35-49 range. Cotton miking 34 and below accounted for almost nine 
percent this season against five percent a year earlier and 13 percent two years ago. 
Cotton with mike of 50 and higher made up 14 percent this season compared with 15 percent 
in, 1877) and 10° in) 1976. 


Fiber strength of upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season averaged 88,200 
pounds per square inch (psi), the highest average since records began in 1972. A year 

ago the average was 87,700 psi and two years ago was 86,400 psi. Cotton with fiber 
strength of 80,000 psi to 89,000 psi accounted for almost 58 percent of ginnings so far 
this season compared with 57 percent a year earlier and 58 percent two years ago. Cotton 
with strength of 90,000 psi and stronger made up almost 38 percent, the largest proportion 
since records began in 1972. Cotton with strength of 79,000 psi and lower comprised less 
than five percent this season against eight percent a year earlier and almost 13 percent 


two years ago. 


Ginnings prior to January 1 this season totaled 9,320,525 running bales, according to the 
Bureau of the Census. This includes 63,205 bales of American Pima cotton. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to January 1, this season and last season, by states d/ 


| Grade reductions 


State | Grass Bark Other causes Total reductions 
e977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 
Pet. Pots Pete Pcur Pct. Pct. Pct. Pet. 
North Carolina Teo 5.3 - On * * heed 5.4 
South Carolina 11.9 6.6 0.4 1.0 * - 12.3 7.6 
Georgia ica 5.9 0.8 Ore 0.1 * 8.1 6.0 
Alabama 325 Lad 1.6 0.2 * * 5.1 4.3 
Mississippi 6.2 8.1 1.9 0.5 x x Sal 8.6 
Tennessee 3.8 B29 13 1.6 * 0.1 SAL 5.6 
Missouri 0.5 jee 0.8 * * * L133 ee 
Arkansas 3.4 5.6 Ou OFZ * 0.1 Al 5.9 
Louisiana 6.3 5.5 155 0.4 * * 7.8 5.9 
Oklahoma 155 Ocd 1Sel L123 * * 16.6 12.0 
Texas Bo2 1.6 1.6 Liss? * * 4.8 13 «3 
New Mexico 5 0.4 1.9 Sy! 0.2 * 34 8.5 
Arizona Zed ec Del. Zien 0.1 0.1 4.9 4.0 
California 3.0 226 0.2 0.6 0.1 Our 3.3 Bia) 
Other 5 el Led 4.0 ey, - - 9.1 9.2 
United States 3.6 iD La/ 4.6 0.1 * 5.4 8.1 
1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, 
by grade and staple 1/ 
ee December 1-31 Season through December 31 
Staple Code 1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 | 1978 
Grade Bales Bales Pct Cite Bales Bales Pet. Pet. 
1 (10) - - = - - ~ - - 
2 (20) 15 - * ~ 116 224 0.1 0.4 
2 (30) 2,630 2,649 S.2 7.0 16,680 7,345 18.4 11.6 
4 (40) 24,331 a1.2098 10cm 56.3 61,140 34,996 67.4 55.3 
5 (50) A025 ll 52 12.6 BSidvek Li 292 17,198 12.4 Dee: 
6 (60) 642 1,850 DO 4.9 1,078 2,849 Loe 435 
7 (70) 149 186 Ons 0.5 231 430 0.3 0.7 
8 (80) 81 44 O53 0.1 81 103 0.1 0.2 
9 (90) 90 ty 0.33. * 90 2a Oc0 * 
10 (00) 7 Bg * Orl 7 33 * O.L 
Total 31,970 37,794 100.0 100.0 90,715 63,205 100.0 100.0 
Staple 
40 and shorter a = = = me = = - 
42 413 55 Lee} Ont 413 276 Olas 0.4 
44 135715 25321 42.9 6.2 41,106 10,778 45.3 Lat 
46 17,042 353412 55.8 935s 49,196 525151 54.2 8255 
48 and longer ~ - ~ - - - - - 
Total 31,970 37,794 “100-05 10020 90,715 63,205 100.0 100.0 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Degas 


Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
_ prior to January 1, this season and last season, by states 1/ 










United States 





New Mexico Arizona 


Readings 








Percent Percent Percent Percent 

24 and below - ~ - - - - - - 

25 - - - - “ — - - 

26 - = - = ~ = - - 

20 Onl * 0.3 ~ * - Om * 

28 0.1 0.2 0.4 - - - Ost 0.1 
29 0.6 0.8 Pet - * - 0.3 033 
30 0.6 395 Dod Lee Oro Ov as 1.6 
Si io 569 aT4 Zeer 0.4 0.4 0.9 Zan 
32 Le? fae AS 6.4 0.8 0.6 1G3 Bao 
33 ae 8.8 4.9 5.9 Mr 0.7 2.0 Ae 
34 Acel Le Sel 8.5 250 120 355 6.0 
35 6.5 Ties Lan 125 5.8 6.6 6.5 9.0 
36 Oe0 el ont 10 i, 8.2 8.0 8.6 10.6 
37 Li 9.8 LZa7 is? 1052 Jie 10.7 9.4 
38 13.0 10.9 is 16.3 15.8 14.0 14,3 12.9 
39 i3co ee dao 7.8 13 o7 13.4 1344 9.8 
40 125 feed fa 3.9 14.8 16.1 1372 10.6 
41 9.4 1.8 Toe 3.9 9.5 Dee 9.4 6.9 
42 6.9 2 a3 T.9 B59 8.6 10.6 7.6 6.9 
43 Ss 0.8 1.4 - Aio2 AG3 ed Ld, 

44 2.0 OFS 0.8 0.8 2.8 25 2.4 Le7 
45 iz Cyl - ~ Oey 0.9 0.9 cere 
46 025 0.1 - - Oe 0.1 0.2 O.1 
47 Oy 05 ~ - 0) Ort Ont Ost 
48 * Bs = o = ca * = 

49 * = ee = = = * > 

50 and above - = = = a es = 

Tota. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Average mike 38 Sie 36 36 34) a9 38 oie 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Estimated grade and staple of American Pima cotton ginned in the United States 
prior to January 1, 1979 1/ 











40 and 
shorter 






50 and 
longer 


All staples 









1 (10) -- - - = = S zs i 
2 (20) - - 119 105 - - 224 0.4 
3 (30) - 89 Zeon 5,014 - ~ 7,345 eo 
4 (40) = 89 55444 29,463 = = 34,996 DD a3 
5 (50) = 43 ZO), 15,098 - - 7. 198 Zhen 
6 (60) - it 653 Zenol - = 2,849 4.5 
7 (70) = Ea 166 Pays - = 430 Q.7 
8 (80) = 11 70 ZZ - - 103 eZ 
9 (90) = it 16 = - = ZT * 
10 (00) - 11 et id - ~ 33 Ook 
All grades - 276 10,778 Delo - - 635205. 2/.100.0 
Percent = 0.4 ie OLieo - - 100.0 
sh Preliminary. Average grade... . 4.3 
2] As reported by the Bureau of the Census. Average staple .. 45.6 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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